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Urgent Prayer Need
Please pray now for Dwight Martin, with whom some of you have served in Eastern Europe and Cuba.
One of our dearest brothers and ministry partners, Dwight has suffered a stroke and a fall that resulted in
a broken ankle. He has already spent several days in the hospital and will undergo surgery for his ankle
tomorrow (Thursday) morning,

As with most hospitalizations these days, he cannot have visitors (other than his wife Cheryl). We ask
that you prayer for Dwight and Cheryl
-complete healing from the effects of the stroke
-perfect results from the surgery tomorrow
-encouragement for Dwight, Cheryl and their two daughters
-wisdom and skill for the doctors, nurses and other care givers

"We trust you Lord Jesus Christ, our great physician and healer to have your perfect will be done in
Dwight. Our hearts desire is complete healing and restoration in body while we trust your perfect will be
done. Amen."

Pray for Nicaragua
The news were are getting from Nicaragua troubles us greatly. Some of our staff and pastors are
struggling to endure the political crisis made worse by the COVID-19 that is out of control there.

They are continuing the work of the gospel in the face of tremendous personal trials. The socialist
dictatorship continues to oppress their people while seemingly ignoring the COVID-19 crisis. One of our
staff contracted COVID-19 and has recovered. One of our pastors lost his 79-year-old father to the virus.
Many church members and church leaders have succumbed to this disease. Sadly, when one dies in the
hospital, the family is not notified until after the body has been buried, robbing them of the opportunity to
hold a traditional funeral.

The government has not "locked-down" activities, even continuing to hold political rallies and keeping
schools open without COVID-19 protections. What the people learn from foreign news via the internet has
allowed them to have some information and take their own precautions.

The Lord is still at work in Nicaragua. Our pastors report many people coming to Christ and receiving
baptism. We continue to support them financially as donations come in and we communicate with them
weekly. Please pray.

A Life Changing Quote
"Nobody drifts toward holiness."

1Th 4:7 For God has not called us for impurity, but in holiness. 

Heb 12:1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay
aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is
set before us, 
Heb 12:2 looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set
before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne
of God.

One of the "side effects" of these strange times is having time to sit and watch or listen to Bible teaching
from well known and well proven Bible teachers. We have narrowed our picks to only a few of the dozens
that are on television. On the internet one can find hundreds of "Bible" teachers, but one must be very
careful about "internet preachers".

One of the services we regularly watch is from Dr. David Jeremiah's Turning Point broadcasts. Recently,
the quote that struck me was "No one drifts toward holiness." It's meaning and implication should be very
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clear to every Christian. It is all to easy to "drift" away from the Lord as we get lazy in our walk with Him,
as we get distracted by our circumstances or we get too busy with non-essential things.

I am reminded of a time, decades before cell phones, when I was on a lake in a very old motor-boat. I
pulled the cord to start the motor and it would not start. After many attempts, I finally conceded that the
motor was "kaput". There was a light breeze and I thought, "I'll just drift with the wind and it will take me
to the boat ramp." The wind was pushing me in the general direction of the boat ramp, but soon I saw that
I was not going to land at the boat ramp. Instead, I was being taken to a place near the boat ramp that
was filled with logs, reeds and and weeds. Remembering how this area looked I realized I would be stuck
in the thick reeds one hundred yards or more from shore. I grabbed my paddle, leaned over the side of
the boat and began paddling in the direction of the boat ramp. When I landed the boat, I was mid-way
between the boat ramp and the thick reeds. Tired, sweaty and a little embarrassed, I walked to the boat
ramp and found someone to tow the boat back to the boat ramp.

I ultimately made it to the boat ramp, but I could have had a better outcome. First, I should have decided
sooner to begin paddling. Don't wait to start "paddling" toward holiness. It requires a decision to do what
is required to come closer to God's standard of holiness.

Second, I had to make an effort and not simply let the wind (life, the world, circumstances) take me where
it would.

Third, I had to use the paddle that was at hand. God gives us the right tools to learn about Him but we
have to pick them up and use them.

So, the question is "Am I just drifting along as a Christian or am I going to put in the time and effort to
move in the direction of holiness. What are you doing to "reach the boat ramp".

We take every donation gratefully and seriously. We do not take a salary
from the ministry so that every dollar goes into the work. During this time
of quarantines and world-wide disturbances, we are supporting our staff,
pastors and churches in Nicaragua. These are undergoing incredible

hardship and need due to government oppression from the socialist dictatorship and from COVID-19
disaster in their country.

If you want to help us meet the needs of our ministry or support our Nicaraguan partners' families and our
partner churches, donations in any amount will be used wisely to meet the these needs. 

To donate, use the above button to view our "Give" page where you may designate your gift as you wish.

Or, mail your check to Jody Kennedy International, PO Box 6802, Fort Worth, TX 76115.
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